188	PACIFIC  TREASURE. ISLAND
thing different in a country which can offer such a variety
of fruits and vegetables.
One doesn't linger long over coffee after lunch, but
usually hastens away to perform the sacred rite of 'La si£ste.'
Soon after 1-30 p.m. shutters are taken down, and people
begin to rub the sleep out of their eyes as business opens
again and the second half of the day begins. By 4-30 the
manual workers are drifting back home, and at 5-30 businesses,
are shut and the same scramble of Renaults, Citroens and
bicycles sets in for a few minutes until the business people
are transferred to their respective homes.
By 6-80 people are beginning to appear again, but this
time they saunter along leisurely to the hotels to celebrate
the second sacred rite in the course of the day—the che*ure
de P aperitif.'
The 'heure de Paperitif is one of the most pleasant hours
of the day in any French colony, and in New Caledonia,
where social life is at a minimum, it is particularly appre-
ciated. Friends gather at tables set out under the palms,. *
or under a verandah overlooking the Place des Cocotiers, and
sip their 'quinquina' or 'pernod' as they discuss the latest
scandal, or the most recent war news. While the clouds
begin to mass for a beautiful south sea sunset, and the palms
are moving ever so slightly in the breeze, the local radio
station begins its musical session and for an hour there is
almost perfect peace. As the time for dinner draws near a
few Javanese hurry—yes, actually hurry—by, with some-
thing that looks like a long white thermos flask swinging
from a handle in their hands. They are taking dinner home
for 'Patron.' The courses are contained separately in five
or six white enamel dishes which sit one on top of the other*
keeping each other warm* It is quite usual in New Caledonia
to have your dinner cooked at the restaurant and send the
'bajou* for it when meal-time arrives.
At the most, the aperitif drinkers will take two glasses
of whatever they are drinking. Although the French drink
a fair amount of alcohol, their drinking habits are very
regular and not excessive—a glass or two of something

